
Cultural History Outline
Some Cultural History of the Places We'll Go!

Camille King

Goal: To inform the group of the history of a few cultures in Southeast Utah.

Outline:
L The Anasazi People
II. The Latter-Day Saints (Mormons)
III. Marie Ogden and her people
IV. The Outlaws
V. Others

I. The Anasazi (ancestral Puebloan) People
tr "Anasazl" means "Ancient Ones."
tr They have been taced back to the nomadic "archaic" people, who were hunter-

gatherers from about 6000 B.C. Eventually, they began having distinct
characteristics of the Anasazi culture.

tr They began to develop methods of fanning, r.vhich allo'wed them to live in one
place for a longer time, rather than always moving around for their food. By A.D.
500, their farming village culture was well-developed.

tr By A.D. 1200, the economy was largely influenced by horticulture, which their
villages contributed largely to.

o They were also known as the "basketmakers" because of their expertise in basket
and sandal making.

o Moab is built on the ruins of their farming communities from the 1000's and
1 1 0 0 ' s .

tr Around 1300, the Anasazi people disappeared from this area. No one knows
exactly why.

o Possibilities are: the climate, or the expanding population.
D Petroglyphs all over canyons and cave walls are evidence that these people were

here.
o Kokopelli is one figure the Anasazi people looked to for rain and

fertility.

il. The Latter-Dav Saints Mormons)
a In 1855, a Mormon mission was set up in Moab, but conflicts with Indians sent

the Mormons away.
o In March 1883, The Denver & Rio Grande Railroad joined with the fuo Grande

Western Railroad, providing transportation into Southeast Utah. Also, the Indians
who had caused problems in 1855 were sent to Reservations, so the Mormons
were able to retum.

tr The Mormons in Moab, Bluff, Monticeilo, Blanding, and La Sal were mostly
ranchers and farmers

III. Marie Ogden and her people
tr A religious fanatic with very unusual claims:

o Her prophetic typewriter
o Her "Home of Truth"
o Her "cure for sickness"



tr She came from Boise, Idaho with a small group of believers, and settled in Dry
Valley, which is about fifteen miles north of Monticello.D 0""3 n'iln:*: HT:,'#ll? Jiffi uru11"*-,," *",un an, and ple dge

obedience to the "word" of the typewriter!
o Other interestins stories on Marie,

IV. The Outlaws !
B Butch Cassidy, Tom and Bill McCarthy, Matt Warner, ElzaLay, and other

outlaws caused mischief in the Southeastern area of Utah.D *"0:*' 
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mine. They took their horses and ran to the swell to escape.
o Some interestins stories on outlaws.

V. Others
tr Cowboys/Ranchers

o The Canyonlands were used for winter pasture. The Cave Spring Trail in
the Needles District has a campout used by the cowboys from 1880's to
1975.

o They ranched both cattle and sheep in the San Rafael Swell, and other
areas.

. From the 1880's to 1975, much of the Canyonlands was used for
ranching.

. A few ranchers who left their legacies behind are Deb Taylor, Al
Holman, John Shafer, Don Cooper, Mel Tumer, D.L.
.:Goudeloclg and Joe Titus.

. Some of the areas they ranched are: Island in the Siqy, Indian
Creek area, and areas around the Needles District.

D The Swaseys
o The Swaseys: Joe, Sid, Charley, Royal, and other family members settled

in the San Rafael Swell for ranching, and some mining.
. ZCMI claim
. Sid's Leap

o Miners
o Sheepherders in 1903 discovered uranium in Wild Horse Canyon.
o Uranium wasn't of much use until the growth of America's nuclear arms

program.
o The Uranium boom of the 1950's in the Canyonlands resulted not only in

what they mined, but many roads were built to access the mines. So, now
there are roads for tourism, and cool mountain biker people like us!

. One of these Roads is the White Rim!
o Oil was also a discoverry around the Moab area.
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